


INTELLECTUAL CHALLENGE / INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE / INDIVIDUALIZED ATTENTION 

The mission of the International School of Boston is to 

shape lifelong achievers who can speak and think in 

multiple languages and who can apply their knowledge 

anywhere in the world. Our distinctive bilingual curriculum 

is rooted in the rigor and creativity of the French and 

American academic traditions. We inspire our diverse 

international student body to pursue academic excellence, 

and we prepare our graduates to thrive at the world’s 

best universities.

Additionally, throughout each grade level at ISB, our 

faculty and staff work together to promote and to live the 

“ISB Way”, where each student is continually challenged 

but unconditionally loved; where differences in a student’s 

ethnicity or socioeconomic background are reasons for 

celebration, not alienation; and where daily achievement 

is measured not only by test scores, but also by a student’s 

emergent capacity to meaningfully relate to other citizens 

of the world. 

MISSION STATEMENT

TEACHING THE  WORLD®

Learning in two languages is the heart of the program at ISB. As impor-
tant as the acquisition of language is the bilingual process itself. Learning 
simultaneously in two languages leads children to a more flexible way 
of thinking and to a greater awareness of and appreciation for nuances 
of meaning. The bilingual advantage carries lifelong benefits that go far 
beyond the pleasure of linguistic accomplishment. In addition to learning a 
second or third language, students become involved in the life of another 
culture. They gain the understanding that there is more than one solution 
to a problem, that alternative ways of responding to a given situation ex-
ist, and that individuals differ. ISB fosters an openness to differences that 
allows children to be unusually comfortable with themselves and respect-
ful of others. Students at ISB acquire a sense of flexibility and the capacity 
to adapt--both essential in a fast-moving world.

A BILINGUAL AND 
INTERNATIONAL 
EDUCATION 

STUDENT BODY
ISB’s students represent more than 40 nationalities. The school’s commitment 
to open-mindedness makes it the right choice for families looking for an 
education that promotes and respects the challenges of a culturally diverse 
and complex world. Although the students at ISB come from many different 
backgrounds, they form a cohesive and friendly group. They are quick to 
adapt to new situations and are sympathetic to newcomers. 

ISB combines a population of students from American and International 
families rooted in New England with a population of students who are 
in the Boston area for a shorter duration and choose the school for 
its international culture and academic rigor. This balance of longevity 
and change in the student body makes for an excellent education in 
cosmopolitanism, openness, flexibility, and teamwork.  ISB students are 
actively multicultural, some speaking languages at home that are not 
part of their academic curriculum. Many students have more than one 
nationality; in fact, those with U.S. nationality have often strong roots in 
and attachments to other countries. 

630 students Pre-K to 12th grade, 
attending the following school divisions:

PRE-K - KINDERGARTEN: 110
LOWER SCHOOL: 260
MIDDLE SCHOOL: 120
UPPER SCHOOL STUDENTS: 140

And representing over 40 nationalities

FRANCE: 23%
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: 24%
FRENCH-AMERICAN: 23%
OTHER NATIONALITIES: 30%
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BELOW IS AN ILLUSTRATION WHICH DESCRIBES OUR DISTINCTIVE APPROACH TO ENGAGING STUDENTS.



ISB’s Maternelle occupies a special place in the structure of early childhood 
education. As a complement to family upbringing and in preparation for 
elementary schooling, ISB’s Maternelle offers a distinctive and unique 
bilingual (French and English) environment where children establish the 
foundation for all future learning. Here, daily activities are designed to en-
courage students to exercise and develop their motor, affective, relational 
and intellectual capacities.  

There is something special about seeing a young child’s mind suddenly 
open wide with the realization of a new idea. Simply stated, it is learning 
come alive.

For the youngest children (parents can enroll students as early as 2.9 
years old in Pre-Kindergarten) the Maternelle is often the first opportunity 
to approach learning in a cooperative fashion, embracing the classroom 
community as a whole while encouraging a sense of flexibility and the 
capacity to adapt.  

With daily class time conducted primarily in French but also in English, 
Maternelle students learn to effectively speak, read, and write words and 
numbers in both languages. Girls and boys interact with nurturing teachers 
and fellow classmates in a gently challenging and structured environment 
that is safe and stimulating. While traditional learning is taking place, stu-
dents are collaborating with classmates who have come to ISB from across 
the globe. This unique classroom dynamic introduces a student firsthand 
to the magical distinctiveness and innate value of cultures different from 
their own.

While many children enter the Maternelle knowing little or no French or 
English, they become bilingual within just a few years. ISB’s highly qualified 
teachers appreciate that acquiring a second language is a process, and 
one that takes time. As such, non-francophones participate in the French 
Second Language (FSL) program, while non-anglophones participate in 
the English Second Language (ESL) program. Children work with their 
French and English teachers in a collaborative fashion, often together, in 
the same classroom, further enhancing the bilingual experience. Working 
in small groups allows children to enrich their vocabulary and to develop 
syntax forms through their play activities. E
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Through Art, Music, Drama, and various 
Gross Motor activities, children individu-
ally discover and flex their innate abilities 
to feel, to act, to question, to reflect and 
to imagine. Students also learn to appre-
ciate the Arts as special attention is given 
to creative expression. A yearly theme 
culminating in a Maternelle show, the 
MAMA, taps into the students’ creativ-
ity and opens their minds as they explore 
the world around them.  It further em-
braces the French flair of the Maternelle. 
Students build an early appreciation for 

the Arts through regular class visits to a number of the fabulous museums 
Boston has to offer, by artists in residence, and through the very special ISB 
enrichment program that offers performances and workshops to every class. 

Daily gross motor activities (motricité), the climbing wall and outdoor recess 
provide students with ample opportunities to play with friends, use their 
energy and master physical skills. They also acquire the ability to overcome 
their fears and to express their feelings.

The Maternelle offers an Extracurricular Program (Monday through Fri-
day) that includes a wide array of activities.  From learning to cook, to 
playing soccer, to learning how to play the piano or navigating an obsta-
cle course, there are many exciting opportunities for each child to safely 
stretch themselves, explore their interests and realize their talents. During 
school vacations and summer, ISB offers its popular vacation programs. 

When it’s finally time to move on, Maternelle students begin 1st Grade with a 
greater sense of resourcefulness and independence than many of their peers. 
This is thanks to their blossoming bilingualism, the increased confidence and 
self-esteem it inspires, and the forward-looking generosity of their parents in 
investing in the very best Early Education experience for their child.
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THROUGH ART, MUSIC, 
DRAMA, AND VARIOUS 

GROSS MOTOR 
ACTIVITIES, CHILDREN 

INDIVIDUALLY 
DISCOVER AND FLEX 

THEIR INNATE ABILITIES 
TO FEEL, TO ACT, TO 

QUESTION, TO REFLECT 
AND TO IMAGINE.

LEARN MORE NOW
To schedule a visit and learn more about the Maternelle and the difference it can 
make in your child’s growth and development, please feel welcome to contact 
the ISB Admissions Office at 617.499.1459 or admissions@isbos.org.



The Lower School at ISB encompasses 1st through 5th Grades, or CP 
through CM2 in the French educational system. This is one of the most 
exciting and foundational periods in a young student’s life,  as  learning 
is greatly accelerated due to a child’s natural curiosity and acceptance of 
new ideas and new ways of thinking.

Led by passionate teachers who invest themselves personally in the suc-
cess of each student, the Lower School builds a solid foundation of skill 
sets in Reading and Writing, Mathematics, Sciences, Social Studies, the 
Arts (Drama, Music, Library and Visual Arts), Information Technology, and 
Physical Education through our interdisciplinary, dual language curriculum.

WHAT DO WE MEAN BY AN “INTERDISCIPLINARY, DUAL 
LANGUAGE CURRICULUM”? 

During a student’s first two years in the Lower School, the focus will be on 
rapidly expanding the knowledge of French and English. After 2nd Grade, 
the curriculum transitions from the nearly full French immersion a student 
experienced in the Maternelle to a more balanced program – approximately 
50% of the program is in French and 50% is in English. This balance will 
continue through 5th Grade.

To further support our students on this road to bilingualism – and because 
we realize that some students may flourish more quickly in a bilingual 
environment than others – everyone at the Lower School embraces the 
philosophy that all teachers, regardless of subject, are language teachers.

It is worth noting that our expert teachers 
also work collaboratively with one another, 
planning and revising the Lower School’s 
curriculum objectives and actively shar-
ing knowledge in order to deliver a 
seamless program across two languages 
for each of our students. We call this 
process “harmonization”.

As students are adapting to their ever-
increasing language skills and the aca-
demic challenges of the Lower School, 
they are also mastering how to effec-
tively interact and work with their in-
ternational classmates. In so doing they 

develop the ability to see a problem from differing viewpoints, which is a 
wonderful benefit of bilingualism.

The Lower School also supports a very active Student Council composed of 
student-elected representatives from each 3rd, 4th, and 5th Grade classes.

Additionally, students have the opportunity to involve themselves in a 
wide variety of other seasonal clubs and activities, including:

AFRICAN DRUMMING

ARCHERY

ART

BASKETBALL

CHESS

CHINESE MANDARIN

CHORUS 

COOKING

COUTURE / SEWING

DANCE WORKSHOPS

The Lower School also provides engaging programs for students every day 
after school, Monday through Friday.

By the end of 5th Grade, Lower School students will develop a high level 
of bilingualism and academic competence in all subjects while gaining a 
sincere appreciation and understanding of different cultures through their 
everyday class work, special bilingual projects and extracurricular activities.

LOWER SCHOOL LOWER SCHOOL LOWER SCHOOL LOWER SCHOOL LO WER SCHOOL LOWER SCHOOL LOWER SCHOOL LOWER SCHOOL LOWER

FENCING

GARDENING

HANDS ON SPANISH

JEWELRY BEADING

KARATE

MAKING PUPPETS

MATH OLYMPIAD TEAM

SCIENCE

SOCCER

WOODCRAFTS

YOGA  

LEARN MORE NOW
To schedule a visit and learn more about the Lower School and the difference 
it can make in your child’s growth and development, please feel welcome to 
contact the ISB Admissions Office at 617.499.1459 or admissions@isbos.org.

THIS IS ONE OF THE 
MOST EXCITING AND 

FOUNDATIONAL PERIODS 
IN A YOUNG STUDENT’S 

LIFE,  AS  LEARNING IS 
GREATLY ACCELERATED 

DUE TO A CHILD’S 
NATURAL CURIOSITY 

AND ACCEPTANCE OF 
NEW IDEAS AND NEW 

WAYS OF THINKING.



If Lower School is about methodically building a sturdy academic founda-
tion, Middle School is about constructing atop that foundation, using cre-
ative problem-solving skills, independent thinking, and an unending and 
adventurous sense of curiosity about the world around us. 

Encompassing 6th through 8th Grades, the ISB Middle School ultimately 
prepares a student to successfully transition to high school – academi-
cally, organizationally, and emotionally – even as he or she navigates the 
changes and challenges of early adolescence.

Middle School students follow a bilingual curriculum that is in line with 
the official program of the French Ministry of Education.  All academic 
classes are taught in French or English so students don’t merely learn two 
languages – they learn in those two languages. This important nuance 
enables students to experience different ways of thinking and reasoning 
on a daily basis, dramatically enhancing their critical thinking skills and 
intellectual flexibility. This is a lifelong benefit that not many other middle 
schools can match.

ISB welcomes Middle School students who are beginners in French, yet 
show the ability to learn in a dual language program with support from 
ISB’s “French as a Second Language” (FSL) department. Middle School 
students who do not speak English will receive small group instruction 
with an “English as a Second Language” (ESL) teacher. 

ISB Middle School students can select a schedule that more heavily em-
phasizes either the French or English languages, depending on their aca-
demic interests and future plans. Additionally, in 6th Grade, students begin 
to learn a third language, Spanish or German, and in 8th Grade, they can 
even add a fourth language, Latin.

The Middle School experience at ISB is enriched in many ways, such as 
interdisciplinary projects and overnight trips to Maine, Montreal and west-
ern Massachusetts. And with a campus so near to the many resources of 
Boston and its suburbs, Middle School students have access to exceptional 
field trips and outreach programs. 

The Student Exploration Program is one of the highlights of the Middle 
School. Each semester, teams of 6th, 7th and 8th Grade students explore 
one theme or topic in a weekly, two-hour session. Students have a chance  M
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MIDDLE SCHOOL MIDDLE SCHOOL MIDDLE SCHOOL MIDDLE SCHOOL MIDDLE SCHOOL MIDDLE SCHOOL MIDDLE SCHOOL MIDDLE SCHOOL

to study topics as diverse as Architecture, Phi-
losophy and Art, Creative Writing, Japanese 
Culture, Stop-motion Animation, Robotics 
and more. Under the active mentorship of 
faculty, student teams select a particular topic, 
then plan and implement a project around it, 
concluding each semester with an interactive 
presentation of their group’s topic.  

The Advisory Program is also a key component 
in building a strong sense of community in 
the Middle School. Students meet in advisory 
groups of about eight students twice a week, 
addressing issues like academic concerns, or-
ganizational skills, and peer pressure or cliques.   

In conjunction with the Advisory Program, 
the Wellness Program in the Middle School 

ARCHERY

ART CLUB 

BASKETBALL 

COMMUNITY SERVICE

COOKING 

FENCING 

FILM MAKING

FLAG FOOTBALL

GIRLS’ BASKETBALL

GREEN TEAM 

JAVA SCRIPT

MATH CLUB 

educates students about the physical and 
emotional progression they are experiencing 
during these years of rapid growth and change.  

In addition to the Art, Drama and Music that 
are interwoven with the daily curriculum, the 
Middle School provides students with a variety 
of age-appropriate clubs and activities, including:

Like the Lower School, the Middle School 
also supports a very active Student Council 
composed of student-elected representatives 
from each 6th, 7th and 8th Grade class.

Middle School Students have the option to 
stay after school until 5:30 PM in a monitored 
study hall where they can study and receive 
support as needed.

Continually challenged in the classroom and 
greatly enriched by opportunities to participate 
in interdisciplinary projects, diverse extracur-
riculars, exciting field trips, one-of-a-kind 
overnight trips and Student Council, Middle 
School students are empowered not only to 
succeed in the high school of their choice, 
but to thrive.

MIDDLE SCHOOL CHORUS, SELECT 
CHOIR, AND ROCK BAND 

MODEL U.N.

RUGBY

TABLE TENNIS 

LEARN MORE NOW
To schedule a visit and learn more about the 
Middle School and the difference it can make in 
your child’s growth and development, please feel 
welcome to contact the ISB Admissions Office 
at 617.499.1459 or admissions@isbos.org.

THE STUDENT 
EXPLORATION 
PROGRAM IS ONE 
OF THE HIGHLIGHTS 
OF THE MIDDLE 
SCHOOL. EACH 
SEMESTER, TEAMS 
OF 6TH, 7TH AND 8TH 
GRADE STUDENTS 
EXPLORE ONE 
THEME OR TOPIC 
IN A WEEKLY, TWO-
HOUR SESSION.
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Beyond its truly international student body, its world-class faculty, and 
the respectful but open camaraderie that exists between both, the Upper 
School at ISB is unique among peer schools.

It remains the only school in New England where students have a 
choice of earning the French Baccalaureate, taught in French, or the 
International Baccalaureate (IB), taught in English.  

This opportunity provides students with universally recognized credentials 
to pursue their dreams at colleges and universities as varied as Sciences Po in 
France, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, McGill University in Canada, 
or Imperial College London.

For families not familiar with these programs, the French and the International 
Baccalaureate are renowned worldwide for the depth of knowledge its 
students acquire and their resulting readiness for university-level studies. 

The French Program is developed by the French Ministry of Education.   
It provides a balanced education with a broad-based curriculum and a 
choice between three core areas of study:

ECONOMICS AND SOCIAL SCIENCES , LITERATURE/PHILOSOPHY AND 
LANGUAGES, SCIENCES AND MATHEMATICS 

In addition to the traditional French Baccalaureate program, ISB has also 
implemented the Option Internationale du Baccalauréat, or “International 
Option” (OIB). The OIB offers a bilingual and bicultural syllabus within the 
framework of a classical French Curriculum, thereby opening the French 
Baccalaureate to a greater number of ISB students, particularly those seeking 
to more fully – and simultaneously – apply their French and English skills.

International Baccalaureate programs, found in more than 4,100 schools 
worldwide, are globally recognized for their unique academic rigor and 
their emphasis on students’ personal development. The IB aims to do 
more than other curricula by developing inquiring, knowledgeable and 
caring young people who are motivated to succeed. IB students are 
encouraged to think independently and drive their own learning. The IB 
Diploma Program is highly valued by universities and colleges around the 
World, who recognize that IB students develop not only the knowledge 
and skills, but also the social and emotional characteristics needed to 
be successful throughout their university careers. Students who earn IB 
diplomas are among the most compelling in university applicant pools and 
routinely earn college credit for their IB course work.

UPPER SCHOOL UPPER SCHOOL UPPER SCHOOL UPPER SCHOOL UPPER SCHOOL
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UPPER SCHOOL UPPER SCHOOL UPPER SCHOOL UPPER SCHOOL UPPER

While students primarily focus on these rigor-
ous programs in 11th and 12th Grade, ISB facil-
itates two “tracks” during 9th and 10th Grade 
in order to fully prepare students for success: 

On one track, 9th Grade students who wish to 
pursue the French Baccalaureate enroll in the 
French Program.  Most of the classes in the 
French Program are taught in French, though 
there is an opportunity to take multiple 
classes in English, as well.

On the other track, 9th Grade students who 
wish to pursue the IB (including students 
who may not speak French) enroll in the 
International Program.  Except for French, 
German, Spanish, and Chinese classes, all 
International Program classes are taught in 

English; bilingual students study French and 
English at the advanced level and can elect to 
take their Science courses in French as well.

These tracks continue through the end of 10th 
Grade, at which point a student formally com-
mits to either the French Baccalaureate or IB.

One of the great strengths of ISB and the Upper 
School in particular is the College Counseling 
Office. Passionate, expert, and personally 
invested in the success of every student, 
the College Counseling Office collaborates 
with Upper School students and families to 
navigate the sometimes confusing waters of 
the worldwide, post-secondary application 
and enrollment process. 

As early as 9th Grade, ISB students are en-
gaged in career search activities and college 
exploration, receiving support and guidance 
from the College Counseling Office to further 
develop their interests and skills. The formal 
college counseling process begins in January 
of 11th Grade. During the next five months, 
the School’s college counselor meets with 
each student and their parents to discuss 
their goals and the college search/selection 
process. In 12th Grade, students meet with 
the counselor as regularly as desired to dis-
cuss application and testing strategies, attend 
presentations by American and international 
universities visiting ISB, and share their po-
tentially evolving aspirations. 

As in the Lower and Middle Schools, the Upper 
School provides students with a variety of 
clubs, activities, and varsity athletics, including: 

ART

MODEL UNITED NATIONS 

ROCK BAND

STUDENT COUNCIL

THÉÂTRE/DRAMA 

BASKETBALL 

FENCING

SAILING

SOCCER

TABLE TENNIS

VOLLEYBALL

ONE OF 
THE GREAT 
STRENGTHS OF 
ISB AND THE 
UPPER SCHOOL 
IN PARTICULAR 
IS THE COLLEGE 
COUNSELING 
OFFICE.

LEARN MORE NOW
To schedule a visit and learn more about 
the Upper School and the difference 
it can make in your child’s growth and 
development, please feel welcome to 
contact the ISB Admissions Office at 
617.499.1459 or admissions@isbos.org.

SCHOOL UPPER SCHOOL UPPER SCHOOL UPPER SCHOOL UPPER SCHOOL



ISB ADMISSIONS AND 
FINANCIAL AID OFFICES 
FOR PRE-K TO 12TH GRADE

Located on the Cambridge Campus:
45 Matignon Road
Cambridge, MA 02140
617.499.1459 / admissions@isbos.org

ACCREDITATIONS
NEASC (New England Association of Schools 
and Colleges), CIS (Council of International 
Schools), MEN (French Ministry of Education)

MEMBERSHIPS
ISB is an authorized IB World School 
(International Baccalaureate) and is also member 
of:  AISNE (Association of Independent Schools 
in New England), NAIS (National Association 
of Independent Schools), ANEFE (Association 
Nationale des Écoles Françaises à l’Étranger), 
AFSA (Association of French-American Schools 
in America), MLF (Mission Laïque Française), ERB 
(Educational Records Bureau), SSATB (Secondary 
School Admission Test Board).

COLLEGE COUNSELING
The Office of College Counseling at ISB offers 
individualized support and guidance to Upper 
School families and students. Well-versed in 
application processes around the world, the 
Office of College Counseling is always available 
to any family for questions. The formal college 
counseling process begins in January of 11th 
Grade. Through group and individual meetings 
with students and families, the Office of College 
Counseling helps devise standardized testing 
strategies, discusses university and college 
options, and advises on research methodology. 
During the fall of each year, admission 
representatives from universities around the 
globe visit ISB to speak with our 12th Grade 
students. Individual counseling continues 
throughout the 12th Grade until applications are 
submitted and decisions received. Our College 
Counseling Office is invested in the success of 
each student and their personal goals.

T E A C H I N G  T H E  W O R L D


